
Appendix 1 
 

South Lakeland District Council  

Working together to make South Lakeland the best place to live, work and explore  

 

South Lakeland District Council – Climate Change Action 

Plan Summary  
 

It has been repeated many times, climate change is the biggest threat to mankind. It is no 
longer simply an environmental issue, it’s mainstream and it’s about you and me… 
  
According to The New Economic Foundation, two thirds of Britons agree we are in trouble. 
We all need to do what we can… 
  
We made a bold decision and declared a climate emergency - unanimously supported and 
endorsed, at the beginning of last year. 
  
We made a commitment to work with communities and businesses to find ways to reduce 
the impact of climate change and biodiversity loss; scrutinising policies, behaviour and 
expectations internally and with partners locally and nationally where practicable. 
  
To date, South Lakeland District Council has: 
  

· Adopted a climate change policy and a biodiversity policy. 
· Approved a council plan commitment to reduce our carbon footprint. 
· Fitted PV panels to council owned buildings, where feasible. 
· Commissioned an energy audit of SLDC owned buildings. 
· Introduced the Fill-up scheme, offering free water refills. 
· Provided financial support to enable the delivery of environmental projects. 
· Financed a business leader event around sustainability issues. 
· Continued to encourage ‘reduce, reuse, and recycle’ message around refuse and 

waste. 
· Planted just almost 4000 trees (3996 so far) in 4 years. 

 
Moving towards  

· Hired a dedicated sustainability coordinator. 
· Been promoting safe cycling and walking as an alternative to travelling by car. 
· Continued to promote and support the handyperson scheme, LEAP and Cold to 

Cosy scheme to help residents improve energy efficiency 
· Investigated ways to access ‘Tetra Pack’ recycling 
· Worked with Cumbria County to commission a Carbon Baseline Report for Cumbria 
· Funded a zero carbon project in Ambleside 
· Written to government to seek a higher level of sustainability on house building 

 
 

This list outlines the council’s commitment to work with others and take practical steps to 
address issues around climate change and biodiversity loss. 
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The council will: 

· Examine how the importance of a low carbon footprint is reflected in procurement 
conditions 

· Work with the County Council to agree a date for zero carbon target 
· Work with supermarkets and other businesses to discuss how carbon footprints can 

be reduced 
· Encourage colleagues to use sustainable transport 
· Continue to work with the county on additional cycle routes and safe routes to 

school 
· Review ways we can help businesses and institutions finance sustainable measures, 

eg. Solar panels or hydroelectric schemes 
· Meet with developers to discuss sustainable options on developments 
· Hold further climate conversations 
· Investigate ways to discourage vehicle idling 
· Review how to advertise climate change actions on our vehicles and bins 
· Partner with parish councils to develop climate change policies 
· Run a communications campaign to include information, suggestions and tips on 

how individuals can help 
· Meet with the National Parks, Farmers Unions, Natural England, National Trust etc. 

to discuss how we can collaborate on climate change actions 
· Organise additional business meetings on sustainability 
· Designate locations for wildflower meadows and reduced verge cutting 
· Promote schemes and programmes that reduce carbon footprint  
· Review our energy provider 
· Coordinate closely with other councils on sustainability issues 
· Promote energy efficiency in homes including low energy light bulbs 
· Require sustainability plans for festivals it supports 
· Work with the Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) on potential business eco-

friendly activity 
 

In addition, we are keen to work with community groups to: 
· Promote pollinator projects 
· Enhance allotment biodiversity 
· Encourage best practices with supermarkets 
· Develop community compost schemes 
· Initiate rural wheels schemes 
· Promote electric bikes 
· Educate residents and developers on how to promote bird habitat 
· Contact and influence national policy makers 
· Review engagement with schools 
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There are many challenges and we understand that we are unable to provide every answer 
or every solution. However, where we have influence we will; where we can inform, we do 
and when we can implement, we have and commit to continue to. 
  
This is only the beginning. We want to make a difference and you can help us. We have an 
ambitious set of actions that we want to discuss, and recent data about Cumbria's carbon 
footprint. It’s about what we can to do together that will make the difference. 
  
 

 


